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Let’s go back to the 
start ….

 From the European Coal and Steel Community to the European 
Union

 Schumann Declaration 1950

 ‘ World peace cannot be safeguarded without the making of 
creative efforts proportionate to the dangers which threaten it’

 ‘ To make war not only merely unthinkable but materially 
impossible’
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Fast forward a few decades 
….

The Treaty of Lisbon – 2009
Common Security and Defence Policy
Strategic Compass
European Defence Agency
…
Far from making war materially 
impossible the arms industry was placed 
centre stage
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Priorities, priorities, 
priorities …

  From the 2014 – 2021 budget to the 2021 – 2027 budget there was a 
123% budgetary increase in defence spending (€19.7 billion to €43.9 
billion)

  By comparison the Citizens, Equality, Rights and Values Programme 
increased by 124% to €1.4 billion
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An overview of defence budgets
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A new point of departure – The EU begins 
funding the research and development of 
armament
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From sending weapons to war zones to 
indirectly funding nuclear weapons.
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Smart weapons and 
transparency gaps
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Beyond Europe, what’s happening 
globally?



12

Arms production on steroids
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How is this justified by political 
leaders?
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Back to priorities … what about military 

spending and climate?
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Where does militarism intersect 
with climate breakdown?

 The military is a significant emitter of GHG though it was 
exempt from the Paris Agreement

 States are already framing climate breakdown as a national 
security issue and thus one that will be dealt with militarily

 Fossil fuel companies, who are among the highest emitters 
of GHGs are often protected by militarised security agencies

 The richest countries who are most responsible for the 
climate crisis are spending much more on boosting their 
military might than on hitting the UN climate finance 
targets

 Reframing of the military as ‘greener and leaner’ and a 
necessary player in guaranteeing a more sustainable planet
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GHG and Military Spending
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Climate Finance v Military Spending
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