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Preliminary PROGRAMME
International Transform conference in Copenhagen, Saturday, 12 March 2022:

“Planet emergency - why combating climate change demands system
change”
Venue: 3F København, Peter Ipsens Alle 27, 2400 Copenhagen NV
With the increasing extreme weather disasters around the world, climate change has come much
closer in the everyday life of ordinary people. This is compounded by the report issued in August
2021 by the UN International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), announcing drastic and much
faster global warming. It therefore also weighs on politicians to deliver much faster on reduction
of greenhouse gas emissions and social and ecological transition. How is the outlook for this?
We will address the issue of the present and real state of global warming reflected on the
background of the attempts by political decision-makers to address the issue of climate
change. We aim to continue to pursue and reinforce our arguments and work for system
change. The neoliberal era – as we know it - is at an end and persistent political attempts
to combine climate policies with neoliberalism and economic growth will fail, to the
detriment of the climate and us all. System change is needed to combat climate change.
It is vital for an understanding of the climate struggle that it is part of the class struggle.
This is the core of our perspective to build political, economic, social, and ecological
alternatives. But global action is needed. As previously, we also wish to include a focus on
combating the severe climate problems outside Europe and the responsibility of the
global North in this regard.
But it is also our role to develop the debate and contribute with this and our conclusions
to raising the knowledge and consciousness of climate change in the Danish, and
European/international public, as well as combining this with a wider long-term ecosocialist/eco-feminist perspective.

Programme
9:30 Registration and coffee/tea
10:00: Welcome

Session 1: Global considerations
10:15-10:55 Dorothy Guerrero, Philippines and Britain, Head of Policy and Advocacy at
Global Justice Now
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“COP26 Unsurprisingly failed, next steps for a long-term struggle for systemic changes”
We won’t be able to tackle climate change without a radical transformation of the global
economy and reparations from those who fuelled climate change to those facing its worst
impacts. Linking the climate crisis with economic, racial, gender and social justice is the only
way to cool the planet. Many are now connecting the dots and getting the message across that
the fight against climate change is a fight for system change. We need to rewrite the rules of
our global economic system if we want to save ourselves. What are the challenges and
conflicts we need to win to put the rules we want in place? How do we strategize around the
short-term processes of COP alternative summits as part of a longer-term program?
10:55-11:35 Paul Lippert Figueroa, Puerto Rico, Puerto Rican Independence Party,
community and climate activist.
Proposed title: “The need for revolutionary change. How to strengthen joint action by
climate activists from the global South and the global North.”
11:35-11:45 Break
11:45-12:30 Questions and debate.
12:30-13:30 Lunch
13:30-16:00: Parallel sessions on 1) Green Capitalism or system change – the competing
understandings of how to combat climate change. The roles of the left parties and the
climate/environmental movement, and on 2) Systemic alternatives, the role of degrowth?
Session 2: Green Capitalism or system change – two competing understandings of how
to combat climate change. The roles of the left parties and the climate/environmental
movement.
Ulrike Eifler, German Trade Unionist and Chairwoman of the federal working group « Company
and Union » within DIE LINKE
“How to incorporate system change as part of the ideological foundations of the left and
in the trade unions ?”
Forest fires and floods in 2021 showed again that climate change is pressing for a solution. The
ruthless overexploitation of humans and nature brings our world to its planetary limits and shows
that only a system change will avert climate change. But a system change cannot be wished for, it
rather must be fought for. What exactly does that mean and who is actually the subject of this
change? Left parties have to find answers to this if they really want to prevent the climate change.
Gala Kabbaj, France. Espaces Marx (transform!europe network)
“Climate movement and the environmental issues as part of an anti-Capitalist agenda.
Opportunities and difficulties for the green and left parties.”
Fernando Racimo, Associate Professor, University of Copenhagen. Member of Scientist
Rebellion Denmark
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“Scientist Rebellion: what is the role of academics in enabling system change?”
Session 3: The impact of economic growth on climate change and systemic alternatives.
The role of degrowth – is there such a thing as sustainable green growth ?
Giorgos Kallis, Greece, political ecologist, working on environmental justice and limits to
growth, ICREA Research Professor at ICTA - Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona
“What is Degrowth? - Capitalism or socialism without growth”
The presentation will articulate the case for degrowth, then explain why under capitalism it is
impossible to have degrowth, and why degrowth requires a post-capitalist transformation. I
will engage also with arguments by modernist socialists that unlimited (green) growth is
possible under a hypothetical socialism.
Ulrich Brand, Austria/Germany, political scientist, Professor of International Politics at the
University of Vienna, from Sept 2021 to August 2022 Research Fellow at Rosa Luxemburg
Foundation Berlin
“Degrowth as a cornerstone for eco-socialist strategies against emerging green
capitalism”
I will approach the topic in a complementary way. Current debates on leftist Green New Deals
or eco-socialist strategies focus – besides the questioning of the power of private capital often on a stronger economic role of the state and massive public investment. Therefore, and
in line with current debates on degrowth, a first argument is that radical alternatives need a
realistic understanding of the state. Second, that a critical analysis of current capitalist
dynamics and radical alternatives need to consider the international dimensions that need to
be changed - i.e. the imperial mode of living. And thirdly, the emergence of a Green Capitalism
is the context in which radical alternatives need to be formulated and pursued. How to refer
politically to those green-capitalist dynamics?
16:00-16:15: Coffee break
16:15 – 17:00: Workshop/group discussion
17:00-18:00: Panel conclusion and short round-up
The Conference language will be English.
Depending on the Covid-19 conditions, the conference may be a Zoom/physical or Zoom
conference. It there are no restrictions it will take place at the venue only.
Organizers: Transform!Danmark - in cooperation with transform!europe, Global Aktion,
NOAH – Friends of the Earth, Extinction Rebellion, Solidaritet, Kritisk Revy, Enhedslisten/RedGreen Alliance and others……
Registration: kontakt@transformdanmark.dk – reg. fee: 100 kr. to 5301-0000268457

